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MARCH 11 (legislative day, FEBRUARY 25), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


(To accompany 8S. 2102] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 2102) for the relief of Alcide Orazio Marselli and Angelo Bardelli, 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amend- 
ment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Alcide Orazio Marselli and Angelo Bardelli. 
The bill provides for appropriate quota deductions and for the payment 
of the required visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are natives and citizens of Italy. They 
last entered the United States on May 16, 1950, and June 2, 1950, 
respectively, as visitors for business to accept employment with the 
Comolli Co., Barre, Vt. They are highly qualified sculptors and gran- 
ite carvers and their services.are urgently needed in the industry. 

A letter dated January 15, 1952, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with ref- 
erence to the case reads as follows: 
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JANUARY 15, 1952. 
Hon, Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (8S. 2102) for the relief of Alcide Orazio. 
Marselli and Angelo Bardelli, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Alcide Orazio Marselli and Angelo Bardelli shall 
be considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent 
residence as of the date of its enactment, upon the payment of the required 
visa fees and head taxes, and would direct the Secretary of State to instruct the 
quota-control officer to deduct two numbers from the appropriate immigration 
quota. 

The records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens are citizens of Italy. Mr. Marselli was born on April 17, 
1892 in Carrara, Italy, and Mr. Bardelli on September 1, 1915, in Gayzada, Italy. 
They entered the United States on May 16, 1950, and June 2, 1950, respectively, 
and were destined to the Comolli Co., Barre, Vt. They were admitted to this 
country as temporary visitors for a perld of 6 months upon the filing of a $1,000 
departure bond for each alien. They are, by occupation, granite sculptors who 
were imported into the United States by the Comolli Co. for employment as 
sculptors and instructors of students in sculptur work. The record further 
shows that both aliens are married and that their families are residing in Italy. 

According to officials of the Comolli Co., granite sculptors and carvers are 
difficult to obtain in the United States. The aliens are paid the prevailing wage 
for their type of work &nd are supporting their families in Italy. 

The aliens are chargeable to the Italian quota which is oversubscribed and 
immigration visas are not readily obtainable. The record, however, presents no 
facts which would justify the enactment of special legislation granting them a 
preference over other aliens who remain abroad and await the issuance of immi- 
gration visas required for admission for permaent residence in the United States. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANEcH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator George D. Aiken, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following memorandum in connection with the case: 


MEMORANDUM 
8, 2102, A BILL FOR THE RELIEF OF ALCIDE ORAZIO MARSELLI AND ANGELO BARDELLI 


The granite industry of Barre, Vt., is the largest and most highly developed in 
the world. It includes quarrying, the design and manufacture of memorials, and 
the shaping of granite for building purposes. By far the most important of these 
is the design and manufacture of public and personal memorials. 

In meeting the countrywide demand for granite memorials of artistic design 
and execution, the Barre industry built up a staff of expert sculptors and carvers, 
most. of whom immigrated from the marble and granite centers of northern Italy. 
With reduced immigration since the First World War and the tragic and startling 
toll of silicosis and tuberculosis among these highly skilled workers, their number 
dwincled from several hundred to a mere handful to meet the needs of the entire 
industry. By the end of the Second World War there remained five sculptors in 
Warre, three in their declining years (two have since passed away). 

“Irders for statues and other memorials requiring expert artistry either remained 
unfilled f-r years on end or were turned down immediately for inability to execute 
them. Gradually, but certainly, the industry tegsn to suffer, as its suecess had 
depended in great measure upon its ability to pr duce the highest quality of granite 
memorial art. The people in Barre and its vicinity felt this setback very severely. 
and the failure to produce expertly hand-carved granite memorials had its dis- 
appointing results throughout the country from both the business and artistic 
standprints, , 

As a consequence, in 1946 and the years immediately following, the industry 
sought to remedy the situation by the importation of skilled sculptors and carvers, 
principally from Italy, where they were of high skill and in available supply. 
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The plan was to import a small group who could meet the minimum immediate 
calls for statuary and fine carvings and could, as well, teach young workers the 
finer arts of granite cutting so as to lay a foundation for a perpetuation of the 
craft without continued and complete dependency upon limited and uncertain 
immigration. 

Because of quota shortages, resort was had to temporary admissions under 
applicable laws. With the approval of the Departments of State and Justice, 
about a dozen sculptors and carvers were brought to this country on a temporary 
basis. The results have been all that was hoped for. Business in the Barre 
granite industry has been revived, the community has been restored to its earlier 
high-living level, and the countrywide demands for memorials of the highest 
artistic quality can now be fulfilled. 

However, the periods for which these men were brought in has now expired, 
and their departure would bring an early end to the fruitfulness of their contribu- 
tions and a return to the earlier decline and withering of the industry. 

Congress has recognized the seriousness and importance of the situation by the 
passage of Private Law 63, approved by the President on May 18, 1951, granting 
permanent residence to six of these men. H. R. 4428, to give permanent residence 
to four others is now receiving the attention of the Congress. S. 2102, presented 
by Senator Aiken, would do the same for the remaining two, Alcide Orazio Marselli 
a Angelo Bardelli. All would be charged against the immigration quota of 
taly. 

Alcide Orazio Marselli, an outstanding sculptor from the famous marble city of 
Carrara, Italy, was born in that city on April 17, 1892. He was admitted at 
New York on May 16, 1950; for temporary employment as a sculptor. On 
August 24, 1951, he was informed by the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
that a further extension of stay had been denied and that he should depart on or 
before September 15, 1951. 

Angelo Bardelli, a carver and sculptor of Gazzada (Varese), Italy, was born 
in that town on September 1,1915. He was admitted at New York for temporary 
employment as a skilled granite carver on June 2, 1950. He, too, has been notified 
of official denial of further extension, with the requirement that he depart on or 
before September 15, 1951. 

The skill of these two men is recognized throughout the industry. Although 
they are in the employ of one firm (Comolli & Co.), their services have been utilized 
throughout the short-handed industry. This is confirmed by the attached letters 
from 10 of the companies which have been so benefited and who urge that these 
two men be allowed to remain to continue their valuabie and needed work. In 
addition, the Barre Granite Association, representing the management of the 
industry, and the Barre branch of the Granite Cutters International Association, 
A. F. of L., join in certifying to the skill of Marselli and Bardelli and to their 
eee to the industry and community, both as workers and as teachers. 

should be added that in their ev eryday life they have conducted themselves 
as good and upright residents and have made for themselves a respected place in 
the community. 

For all the foregoing reasons, enactment of 8. 2102 into law would work a decided 
advantage upon an important American industry, one which maintains the city 
of Barre and thus contributes very heavily to the economy of the State of Vermont, 
while at the same time reviving a waning craft and giving permanence to the use- 
fulness of two deserving artists. Even if they were to be successful in immigrating 
to the United States after their return to Italy under the outstanding order of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, at least 2 years would be lost in the pro- 
cess, with benefit to no one concerned, and with appreciable economic and artistic 
loss to the community and the industry. 


In addition, Senator Aiken has submitted numerous letters and 
recommendations from the leaders of the granite and marble industry 
in Vermont testifying to the skill and need for these two men. Typical 
of these is the following letter dated August 31, 1951, from the Barre 
Granite Association, Inc.: 

THe Barre GRANITE ASSOCIATION, INC., 
Barre, Vt., August 31, 1951. 
Hon. George D. AIKEN, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senaror: It is our understanding that you have introduced into the 
Senate of the United States a bill requesting permanent status for two skilled 
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artisans recently brought to the United States by Comolli & Co. of Barre, Vt., 
and presently employed by this organization. 

This office has made an investigation as to the necessity and desirability of 
retaining the services of these men to further implement the production of unusual 
and distinctive granite memorials. This is to advise you that the work of these 
men has not been confined to the production of monuments for any single employer 
as these men have been doing subcontract work for many organizations in the 
Barre granite district under the supervision of Comolli & Co. 

It is my understanding that these individuals are devoting some of their time 
to instructing both apprentices and journeymen stonecutters in the highly skilled 
arts of carving and sculpturing, as time will permit. The Barre granite industry 
would suffer irreparable harm if it were deprived of the services of these men. 
The highly intricate forms of commemorative monuments in which these men and 
others like them specialize are now available to the people of the United States, 
monuments which were becoming a rarity because of the lack of skilled artisans 
to produce them. Many letters have been received in the Barre granite district 
from purchasers of sculptured and carved monuments in which they have ex- 
pressed the deep sense of solace and satisfaction which they have derived from 
their memorials. 

In addition, retail monument dealers who have journeyed to the Barre district 
to personally inspect hand-carved monuments which these men and others like 
them have had in process invariably place orders for additional stock-type monu- 
ments while here, thus bringing additional business to the entire granite district. 

Since the arrival of these men and others of similar capabilities in the United 
States, the Barre district has been able to retain its position as the center of 
commemorative art in the United States, largely because Barre district manu- 
facturers have had available the advanced skills in carving and sculpturing which 
men of this type possess. 

Since the arrival of these men in the United States, they have conducted them- 
selves in an exemplary manner. No evidence has been presented which would 
indicate these men have anything other than high moral standards and a fine 
character. 

It is the earnest hope of this industry that any and.all steps will be taken by you 
and your associates to convert the status of these men from “temporary” to 
“permanent” by means of legislation. If there is any further information which 
you desire, with respect to Comolli & Co. sculptors, please do not hesitate to get 
in touch with us. 

With warm personal regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
R. S. Frencw, 
General Manager. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 2102) should be enacted. 


O 





